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REPORT. 


The Selectmen charge themselves with the following 


sums. | ) 

To Savings Bank tax. $1,243 81 
Railroad tax 1,058 23 
Literary Fuad 99 60 
Insurance 7 50 

_ §. M. Doe, collector’s list, 1871 16,725 07 

~ Cr. By paid State tax $2,409 14 
Highways and Bridges for 1870 659 19 

rt 1871 241 59 

Breaking roads for 1870 102 96 

sé 1871 97 45 

Carrent Expenses for 1870 538 46 

1 a 1871 1,640 40 


ess, S. M. Doe’s List, 1871 257 44 


Abatement; Allowed. 


Oa E. Q. Severence list, 1865, Q7 75 
ch 1866, 3 vot ao 

5 P. Osgood 1867, -: 87 19 

T. L. Grant 1869, 37 00 

O. G. Smith 1969, 42 25 

* thy 1870, 101 94 

S. M. Doe 1870, 71 3 


Lnabilities of Town March THiSi2s as per 
Treasurer's Report. 


Amount due from the town on notes $30,913 09 


See 


aft 
ae 


Assets. 


Cash ion Treasury G1,942 TE 
D. Barnard, assignee 68 43 
8. M. Doe, coll. list for 1870 ieee ont 

is vf ih 1871, 921-15 
Amount credited the town by the State in 
bonds on soldier’s account 14,991 67% 


‘Government assignments considered pf’ 


Nettle or no value 3,920 00 


The Selectmen having examined the accounts of 
Otes G. Smith, collector for the years 1869 and 1870, 
also, “FE. L. rai for ihe year 1869, are unable to set- 
tle he same satisfactorily, and would therefore recom- 
mend that a committee be appointed to investigate and 
settle the same. 
CHAS. F. ROBINSON, ) Selecimen 
ALMON. C. LEAVITT, Oe 
FRANK M. ROLLINS. } Laconia. 


ee i a aR i I ne ar 
; ry 
Treasturer’s Report. i | 
The Town of Laconia in acconnt with D. 8. Dins- 
more, ‘Treasurer for the year ending March 1, 1872. 


» al Cae 

By bal. from former ‘Treasnrer $1,409 97 

MY Licences he ea 
«© B. M. Sanbora, Bal. onexpended ” _ . 

on Pauper Account 26 33 


a Ranlet Mfy Co. Rent of Common 15 ee 
as E P Osgood Highway Tax on H. AY 
Gilman, Est. 3 37 


es 8. S. M. Doe Collector 
Ores G, Smith Col. i ) 
300 00° 
260! 90. 
© 2u845- at 


Somat 


er 


u nce of State Tax 


$1207 46 

096 84 

180. 31 

54 03 

73 67 | 

e194 
P2165. 25°: 


LS reser 


Libor dis. No. 3 
= | WEL ane ah 


Lr aay 
Sin 


4 
' To paid B. J. Cole & Co. materials for New 


Bridge Lake Village a1 3% 
-« FE. M. Rollins Paint for same 6 56 
J. J. Whitten & Co. painting same 17 75 
«© Geo. A. Wilder spikes and nails for ay i 
- same 50 42 
‘¢ M. W. Blaisdell labor No.5 | 6 00 
«¢ =. B. Prescott CO <6 a 14 57 
‘¢ §$. H, Lawrence ‘ 400 
‘¢ B.S. George $ 450 
« Pitman & Tilton stock for Painting | 
New Bridge 40 72 
“C.F. & Jacob Sanborn breaking roads 70 40 00 
ce James Filgate «OTL & 772716 37 
«J. G. Dow - 770 415 75 
“Eben S. Sanborn i: 8 00 
« 6 6J. R. Gray iy "G1 10 40 
‘© Samuel §, Blaisdell "70 ~— «16 20 
«©. Manning W. Blaisdetl «“ No. 5 30 70 
‘J.P. Pitman 2d f Lar 23 50 
‘ Chas. F. Robinson « ily ; 13 00 
‘© David Blaisdell i a 10 79 
‘« B.H. Whittier stone for bank wall uy . 
3°70 2675 
7 John Edwards repairing bide: "70 19 00 
561 28 
Notes and interest. Racin 
To paid Mary A. Folsom (166 85 
Gordon Burleigh 234 14 
Abigail Pitman 546 69 
uf e 109 34 
. 535 83 


Rufus Smith 


15939. 


Yo pd. Richard Rowe 


Nathaniel Veasey | 
Taura S$. J. Bartlete 
Betsey Bean 3 
Morrill Hunt 

Clara E. Clark 

Hiram Cross ~ 
Clarissa L. F. Sanborn 
Lucy C. Sawyer 
Charles P. St. Clair 
Charlotte Morgan 


&% &é 


Rufus Smith 
ra4 6¢ 
Wh. GH. Sanborn 
Thomas Ham, S. B. interest 
Arthur S. Ladd ; 
J. P. Atkinson iad 


Richard Rowe ee 


Wa. H. Sanborn ‘s 


FLA. Evans ae 
Irene, Smith aN 
Eliza Davis " 


Thomas Ham “  « a 
Stephen C. Robinson, int. 
_ Hannah James 
Joseph G. Folsom _ 
Thomas J. Robinson 4“ 
Jonathan G. Dow 
Ezekiel B. Lawrence 
John L. Robinson 
Martha M. P. Atkinson 
Charles Smith 
Charles P. SiClair 


100 68 
815 69 
1,946 09 
358 19 
1,162 31 
209 00 
844 64 
AT9 44 
1062 32 


2.682 50 


586 25 
990 28 
424 69 
Pre 42 
228 19 
 9aT7 00 
92 40 
L7 50 
36 00 
30 50 
E00 
18 68 
30 00 
287 T1 
11 00 
68 93 
184 77 
106 00 
433 60 
a73 6l 
399 28 
540 60 

{ 492 96 
1,073 00 
239 YT 


6 


To pd. Lake Village Savings Bank 1500 00 
John P. Smith 742 00 
John L. Robinsot L272 00 


#23 569 37 


Micellaneous Expenses. 


To pa Alplieus Dolloff Bill 565 8S 
Lovell, Gale & Co. Rent of room 188 
« B, P. Gale services as Town Clerk “70 30 00 
«Amt L. Willey special yore 24 00 
“« Frank D. Folsom 18 00 
co J.C. Stalbird fe '2 00 

« . John O. Stevens 19 50. 


N. Johnson Jr. Books and Stationary 12 43 
A. C. Dow Damage ef cow by dogs 20 00 


A. G. Folsom use of hall 60 00 
Hayes Lougee obtaining affidavits of 

soldiers 10 00 
I’. M. Rollins Act. FF 50 60 
#, M, Rollins services as Selectman 115 00 
Anil OW illey ae night wateb 2 00 
Myron Merill 2 00 
D. O. Burleigh ve 2 00 
Whitney and 'Divinells Teams 20 00 
D.S. Gale Niagara Engine Co. 45 00 
G. F. Leavitt Torrent * —* 290 00 
Albert Colby Police 15 00 


Thomas Ham services as Civil Engineer 27 00 


Wm. J. Severance sheep killed by dogs. 5 00 — 


H. H. Taylor horse hire 1870 9 50 
D.S. Gale Niagara Eneine Co. 300 00 


J. C. French services as health officer 10 00 
66 Field driver | 5 00 F 


7 % 
To paid B M Sanborn expense of committee 
! of inquisition Apphia Craft and M 
A Johnson. 14 00 


“ Geo W Stevens professional services 80 00 
«¢ Thomas J Whipple 2 64 00 
«  B. P. Gale services as Town clerk 90 00 
« Belknap Savings Bank rent of room 50 00 
« $C Clark legal services 31.50 
* J G Dow sheep killed 1870 350. 
“Kine S Hall services as school com- 

mittee 45 783 
© CY DeNormandie - 49 68 
“ OA J Vaughan Printing. 38 00 


“« J R Champlin board of Selectmen 3L 20 
‘¢ Huch Blaisdell injury from defect in 


highway 10 00 
“ F Hf Coffia Printing 1870 ay: 
« T L Grant services as Selectman 1870 19 85 
«© Charles F Robinson ( 130 00 
Pee see AC Leavitt | Ee 120 00 
ate & EF M Rollins Si 77 06 
Pie i) HP Oscood eo BOS Ki 25 
Pe" Charles F Robinson coy pa out 6 00 
- *€ AC Leavitt 5 37 
“Elihu Davis damage to one by does 6 00 
~*~ George E: Chase police services bso 
Pete a A Tart ‘ 100 00 
i) Polly Smith tax rotund, taxed twice | 

in 1870 30 80 
“ JS Howe horse hire . DU Le 

i rataeo. W. Woodes: healtir officer 1870 | 
Bar LO 20 00 


“Thomas Ham Lake Village fire district 158 71 
— “CC Daravis school house money No. 2. 274 13 
Peewee io Dinsmore. “ He 2398. 02 


9g 


To paid Treasurer's Salary 50 00 
$5582 27 
Recapitulation. 
Receipts. 

From Notes 20,345 50 
Takes 15,852 17 
“other sources 1,541 30 

| $37,738 97 
lux penditures. 

For taxes 3,918 02 

«  paupers 400 00 
“schools 2,165 25 
«highways and bridges 961 28 
‘¢ notes and interest 23,069 37 
¢ micellaneous expenses 9,082 27 
“balance in treasury 1,942 Tene 


@37,738 97 
D. S. DINSMOOR, Treasurer. 


We have examined the foregoing accounts, and find 
them correctly cast and properly vouched. 

GEORGE L. MEAD, ] 4 dite 

FW. REEVES, 700) So) ee 


g 
Notes and Interest due from Town March i, 1872. 


Wancy Sawyer $534 32|/Daniel Sanborn 293 30 
Charles Smith | 212 CO Clarinda Smith a7125 
Alvah '? Swain 278 05|Stephen A Newell 284 10 
Jos. P Atkinson 618 00|Chas. P StClair 1125 3h 
Filiza Davis 1000 00} Judith Maxfield 106 00 
~Trene Smith 530 00,Arthar S Ladd 265 00 
Carrie Bartlett 269 80|Stephen A Newell 265 090 
Nouh Robinson 360 87|Charlotte Cate 165 €0 
Arther S Ladd 682 O8| John R Sawyer 1315 46 
- $C Robinson 800 00|N B Swain 538 00 
Nancy Sawyer 172 69) Jacob Smith 212 00 
| Mrs DL Davis 132 51jOlive M Peavy 147 a 
stephen A Newell 411 47) A Evans 3523 2: 
Nete No. 1 - 3447 52) 13 1427 72 
2 525 08) 14 1015 80 
3 130 87| 15 388 57 
4 209 60 16 1510 25 
6 1031 00 17 301 90 
vs 103 03) 19 100 60 
3 ' 824 00; 20 603 40 
Q 490 29! 21 700 13 
10 974 07; 22 1201 80 

il - 2723 14 cs 

12 51 53)'Total notes and Inter- 
18° 303 00 est $30,913 09 


Pauper Account. | 
Town of Laconia in account with B. M. Sanborn 


~ Overseer of the Poor. 


Cash received of the County of Belknap 1,141 04 


M4 Town of Gilford {45.18 
4 A Sanbornton 62 19 
oe Treasurer of Laconia 400 00 

1,745 41 


Which its accounted for as follows: 


Paid old hills at Reform School for 1869 
and 1870 | 633 72 


10 


A. G. Young, sexton, burying widow 


Dockham, 1870 TS OD 
Dr. Prescott, medical aid to widow Dock- 
har, 1870 | 38 30 
Horace Whicher, team at funeral of widow PM 
Dockham, 1870 Teh ae OE 
5. B. Smith, clothing for Frank M. Piper, ’70 15 8&8 
Taylor L Giaht cash paid out for Frank M | 
Piper, 1870. 7 09 
Pitman & Tilton, goods to Stephen M. ) 
Willey, 1869 Pies ao 
T. O. Donnell, goods for Murphy family «15. 38 
G A Wilder goods for Murphy family 3 00 
BM Sanborn wood 4 6 00 
H Hf Buzzell boarding Mary. J Weleh Se 
Dr. Goss Doetoring 6 00 
Reform Schoo} 206 88 
N H Asylum for the Insane for Charles L Young A7 OF 
S B Maloon boarding Hannah Gilman from Mareh 
1, 1871 to March 1, 1872 65 00 
Joseph Poirie boarding Lizzie DeShano 14 00 
Dr. Prescott Doctoriug ue 945 
OA J Vaughan advertising Charles L Young 1 50 
JC French teem and time after Charles L Young 900, - 
AC Leavitt tor 300 
GL Young * és (1671 
County of Belknap for Charles L Young and Mary F . 
Ann Johnson 9300 
Town of Gilford for Parshley Child 150 
Dr Goss and others for F A Leavitt and family 62 19 


J D Bean and others aid to Jennie McCormick 48:93 


J Gilbert for coffin, expenses burying Marian Girl 2300 — 


Dr. Goss doctering 8 D Davis family abet ic eT SLU amen 
* Brown * Merrill Child 6.00... 
EA Wibbard Attorney fees in suit vs. the town of Fin sehen ha 
Gilford 1285 — 
Esther Deshano nursing Delena Rogers ~ HIQO0 7 
Dr. Goss pr. contract one year ae 1000 
Prescott. + 10 00 
Mats H Fernald boarding and nursing Hiram Ba hk. 


Drew 


s 


it 


Dr. Prescott aid vi 47 80 
B M Sanborn Casi: paid for team railroad fare and 

other expenses 2¢ 00 

B M Sanborn services as overseer of poor 90 00 

Treasurer of Laconia 26 33 

$1,748 41 


You will see by a careful examination of the above 
acenunt that tneactual cost of the poor of the Town 
for the past year has been three hundred and sixty-two 
dollars and twenty-three cents, including my services 
aad expenses, and the balance that has come into my 
bands has been paid out on old bills at the Reform 
School and County paupers, as appears by the above 
dates, 


Se 


B. M. SANBORN, Overseer of the Poor. 


we ae : ihe 


| REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


To the citizens of Laconia:— ; 

In compliance with the law of New. Hlatipaire in regard to. education, 
your committee respectfully submit the foliowisg report: ‘here is no 

subject on which our citizens are called to act equal; in importance to that 
of dur schools. T'o those wie are now being educated in our common 
‘schools, all the interests of our country are soon to be committed. a 
are to uecept the duties and assume the responsibilities of citizens ; they — 
are fo haye the honor of the state, her maierial prosperity, her INSET in ety 
tions, civil, political, educational and charitable, all in their hands. The ve hh 
moral atmosphere, whatever it iiay be, the children of to-day, will soon — 
~ereate; the policy of State and Nation, they will shape; the laws that are 
to govern us, they willenact. With just such preparation as these little 
nurseries of intelligence aiford, will ihe vast majority of our children: 
take upon themselves. these importa nt trusts. Whether they: comé to 
‘these weighty duties and grave responsibilities with a tolerable under- 
standing of what is required. of them, and so handle these important trusts 
as wise men rather than as fools, must depend in a large measure upon the 
eharacter of our schools, A Republic has her chief corner-sroue laid in 
the intelligence of her people; and the perpetuity of free institutions, and - 
the eeneral welfare of society , are larcely dependeut on our system of ed. 
ucation, 

Realizing all this, and more, we have labored without much coopera-_ 
ticu, but with many provoking hindrances, some of which will appear, 
to pr omete the efficieucy of cur schools. 

wae the division of the labor, districts 2,4 and 5 were assigned to Rav. By 

. Hall; and 1 aad 3 to the chairman, thus placing four se ‘hools under the | 
Caters eLarge of cach. ‘his distribution did not preclude either of 
the committee irom vishing the schools not in his special churee, or mak- . 
ing such suggestions as their necessities scemed to demand, and through- 
out the year we have consulted each other for the general wood. Ove “do. 
not claiu evy surprising success dor our efforts, sor do we pretend that 
the schools have been perfeet : but. confess with sorrow, that in some res- 
pects they have bern defective. There has not been anything that could 
be characterize i as faliur e, however, on the part of any teacher, but a Yair 
degree of success hws rew arded the Jabors ofall, while some huve been — 
remarkabl y nceurate and thorough. Where there has been anything to 
regret, in most instances, it could be traced toa want of proper interest 
on the part of parents. 

A. few statistics we think will prove the accuracy of this statement, and. 
do more to Convince Our citizens that some reform is needed, than a la- 
bored argument. In fhe town there are 380 children between 4 and 14 
years of age ; and of these 28—or 7 and about one third per cent. of the | 
whole number have not been in s¢hool at all. Of those attending schco!l, 
the average has’ been just 76 per cent.—so that one quarter of- the time 
has been thrown away, and one quarter of the school money squandered 
In addition to this we have 2100cases. of tardiness, and 424 cases of dis- ~~ 
missal recorded—while nearly one third of the Registers make no. record etd 
whatever of tardiness or dismissal.“ Lo whose charge shallthis greatloss 
of time, and reckless waste of money be laid, but to the ‘parents whodo 
not send their dhildren to schoel ut all. or, who for trivial cases, allow es 
them to absent themselves? No teacher ean be satisfied with such astate = 
of things; the work which might be done were the scholars punctual, is cies 
“not accomplished ;. and yet the drfliculty iies back of the pupil,in the = ~~ 
home, and is beyond the reach of any remedial agency the teacher can Uses 

~ 1tis proper tos y, however, that this statement of low percentage, do 
injustice to the majority of scholars. It is largely produced by a iey 
jects Of parental neglect, who are allowed-to drift about the t 
grow up in ignorance ; who are schooled in vice, untaughtin kn ried ig 
and virtue. ‘Is there not some way to rid the streets of “these pernici 
 jdlers, and compel their regular and punctual attendance at Bcheois i 


¥ 


rs 


13 


u 


The subjoined statistical table will give all necessary details in regard | 


to the different districts ; the amount of money, the length of the tering, 
the number of pupils and the average attendance. so we have not thought 
it best to dwell on them separately, or to speak of the peculiarities of the 
different schools or teachers. Ina brief sentence, with no opportunity 
for explanation or qualification, great injustice is often done to teachers, 
and the public are left to regard them in too favorable, or too unfavorable 
alight. Our teachers, throughout the state are largely female,—they are 
women, having womanly sensibility and delicacy of feeling, and why 
should we wound the feelings of one by praise or censure, or damage the 
reputation of another, as teacher, by some implied fault or defect, some 
halii.timated objection, when the difficulty only lies, perhaps, in the 
mind of the writer of the report, or in some peculiarity of situation, over 
which the teacher has no control whatever. Indeed, what class of res- 
pectable men would allow tie publication of such personalities as are 
freely published, all over our state, in regard to teachers. We admit the 
right, nay—the necessity of healthy criticism, forthe sake of advancing 
the interests of our schools. Ifa teacher is incompetent, from any cause, 
let the committee say so, but we object to such personalities as are often 
indu:g.d in, and fail to see how an implied censure,after the school is 
finished, or an unfavorable criticism, possibly the result of prejudice—or 
seeing the school on one of the unfortunate days that will occur under the 
best teachers, is to result in any benefit. Suffice it to say that most of 
the teachers have Gone all that could reasonably have been expected, while 
some have been parti¢ulaily faithiul ; their teaching charactcrized by ex- 
actness, and they have shown a strony desire to advance their pupils. Of 
those employed, one has been callkkd to R. 1. at greatly increased remu- 
neration ; ove came from the Normal School at Plymouth. highly recom- 
mended by all the teachers, who justified our expectations that she would 
do well; one who was particularly accurate in her knowiedge, and careiul 
to teach nothing jor a child to wnlearn, has gone thither to prepare her- 
self for greater usefulness ; and one taught for the first time—whose suc- 
cess must have gratified her friends, who gives promise of future excel- 
jJence, and who deserves a larger and more advaneed school. 

Some of the text books in use are objectlonable, but could not be remov- 


- ed under the Statute which regulates the introduction of new books, and 
“therefore, the committee have done nothing in this matter except to in- 


troduce **Colburn’s Intellectual Arithmetic.”” This book we think should 
tuke the place of all other primary arithmetics, and its use should be con- 
tinued through all the grades of out common schools. 

Greater care should be exercised in the seleetion of prudential commit- 
tees, as our schools are practically in their hands, and the character of 
the school must be determined ina measure by the intelligence, good 
judgment, and practical wisdom of the committee. Thcse persons should 
be more careful also in regard to the return of registers. ‘The law re- 
quires a certificate irom ihe Superintending Committee that the register 
has been properly fiiled out and returned, aud uo teacher ean legally draw 
pay without such certifieate. Lhe prudential committee are held persou- 
ally responsible in this maiter, and the omissions in some of the registers 
are such as to compel us to direct attention io thix statute, 

The cost of the schools in the town his averaged $5,92 per pupil—while 


“ju the city of Manchester it amounted to $13,1234. The length of our 


schools in weeks, has been inthe aggregate 205, giving an average of 41 
weeks to each district, or 2534 weeks to each scnool. The greatest length 
of school] was in district No. 1, which aniounted to 97 weeks, or 323 weeks 
to each school—the shoitest, was in district No.4, which was 10 weeks. 
ln closing our report, permit us to commend our schoois to your interest 
and care. In them, principally, your children are to find their culture; 
upon them our future prosperity cepends; their impro,.ement is some- 
thing to rejoice in, and a prophecy of good, 


Cc. Y. DanORMANDIE : } 
Kos HALL. >>} SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


—_ 
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STATISTICAL TABLE, 


. 


a 


Summer School. 


a 


No of children 


S a. 
| 5 Si be | © attending to 
See 21g | the following 
a Ble [5% |S] atudies. 
= | Grade of sina !sls : 
~ | School. Names of ‘Teachers. Bsc AES Oi ildess t 
a | 2 elf |elslelele 
ie Sp tne | S Fay ret Miconlt Nuts t= 
ee pas se (SES) ee Wet e e 
z ‘ ob SIS IEFlaleiaiole 
--Grammar., Luvan 4. Harriman, (48 00; 20 | 40 | 28, 40) 39 | 21 | 33. 
! } tocermed’ Sarah E. Sturtevant, |34 00] 19 | 50 | 33 | 50 | 50 | 50 
Primary. | C. M. Lamprey, 31 00] 21 | 52 | 37 | 52 | 18 
Grammar.| Eliza A. Doe, 36 00; 20 | 82) 25 | 32 ; 27; 20 | 10 
cs ; Primary. Laurenia A. Gale, 34 0 20 | 64 | 46 | 56 | 21 
3; | Martha EK. Doe, 24 00} 11 | 19114] 19} 18! 8 | 2 
4 | u. H. Meader, 98 00} 10 | 13 (a1 | 13 | ae 
5 E. D. Sanborn, 26 00} 8| 8] 6{ 8 8 | 
Winter School. 
| Grammar. | Luvan A. Harriman, !48 00| 12, 33 | 25 | $3 oon Monger 
1 ; Intermed’i| Sarah E. Sturtevant, [34 00) 12} 41 | 30! 41 1411 41 
\€ Primary. | C.M. Lamprey, 831 00| 12] 42 | 30] 42 | 15) 6 | 
ol § Grammar.| S. Ki. Kingsbury, 36 00). 10 | 42 | 85 | 42 | 42 | 33 | 16 
“| Primary. Laurenia A. Gale, 34 00) 10 | 59 48 ; 59 | 30 | 13 
3 Martha E. Doe, 94 00} 11; 18) 14}18}17} 7]. 6 
4 No winter school. 
5 Eliza A. Doe. 30 00] 8115]13}15|, 10} 7] 9 


Of the whole number of children. 7} per cent. were not in school at all. 
Of those attending, the average was only 75 per cent.; 25 percent. of 

time lost and money thrown away. 
There were 2109 cases of tardiness, and 424 cases of dismissal. 


gene 


